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ENVIRONMENTAL GEOLOGY

Spring 2011
Instructor: Karen Savage


Phone: (818) 677-2511







Office: Room 1220, Live Oak Hall

karen.savage@csun.edu
TEXT:   Living with Earth, 1st edition, by Travis Hudson packaged with the Hazard City CD.
Online Office Hours:  9:30-10:30am TuTh.  During these times, I will be in my online office entitled “Karen Savage’s Office”.  I will usually be in my physical office in Live Oak Hall if you wish to see me in person at these same times.
Meeting time: The course will be online and the only meeting time is if you would like to talk to me during my office hours, online or in person.

Course Objectives: Environmental geology is a multi-disciplinary science that includes the studies of geology, and other sciences as they relate to our environment.  We will look at how we interact with the processes that occur on the Earth’s surface, and the results of that interaction.  We will look at the basics of the study of the Earth (i.e. plate tectonics, rocks and minerals), the processes themselves (i.e. landslides, earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, coastal processes, etc.), and resources and pollution, as well as other global problems.  This course fulfills the upper division general education science requirement and has a optional lab (Geology 301, not offered online).

Technical Requirements for the class includes:

Mac or PC not more than 3 years old with current operating system and current browser (Internet Explorer 5.5 or later, or Mozilla Firefox).

Internet connection, broadband (DSL speeds) preferred, 56k modem will work

Recommended Skills for the class includes:

Basic computer skills (use of word processor, email and file management)

Basic internet skills (use of browser, searches, uploading and downloading files

Access to websites:

Moodle – you will automatically have access to this when you register for the course. You will need a CSUN email account as your user ID and the password that goes with it.  You will see our class website available to you.  Moodle is the only Learning Management System now supported by the University.  At this web address, you will find information about how to use Moodle (it is quite easy and straightforward). http://docs.moodle.org/en/Student_FAQ.

General Information about the running of the course:

Every five weeks or so there will be an exam covering the chapters assigned for that period.  Quizzes must be taken before you take the exam.  Some of the exam questions will come from the quizzes.  There are 16 quizzes, one for each chapter posted on the Moodle website along with notes and practice questions (Please NOTE:  I draw from these questions directly for the quiz and exam questions).  You must complete each quiz prior to progression to the next one, and there is a 30 minute time limit for each quiz. This will account for 25% of your grade.    

Class Participation is required.  You will earn your first points for this by providing your profile on the Moodle course website.  The link to your profile is found on the left side of the Moodle page.  I will be posting forum questions and surveys.  When you answer/post to these you will receive credit towards class participation.  The details of this section will be revealed during the first week of classes. (5% of total semester grade)

Suggested Schedule:

Week
Date

Topic








Ch
    1 
Jan 24

Introduction, What Does “Living with Earth” Mean?


1

    2 
Jan 31

Earth Systems 







2
    3 
Feb 7

The Dynamic Geosphere and Plate Tectonics



3
    4 
Feb 14
 
Geosphere Materials






4 

    5 
Feb 21

Earthquakes







5
    


EXAM #1 Chapters 1-3, 5, 6, 14 (Available Feb 25-Mar 4)

    6 
Feb 28

Volcanoes 







6
    7      
Mar 7      
Rivers and Flooding






7             
    8      
Mar 14

Unstable Land                                                              


8
    9
Mar 21

Changing Coasts                                                  



9                                                           
  10      
Mar 28

Water Resources                                                                            

10
               Apr 4               
EXAM #2   Chapters 7, 8, 10, 12, 13 (available Mar 25-Apr 1)



Spring Break
  11
Apr 11 

Soil Resources

 





11
  12      
Apr 18             
Mineral Resources                                                                                  

12
  13      
Apr 25 

Energy Resources
                                                                     

13
  14     
May 4

Atmosphere Resources and Climate Change



14                           

  15      
May 9         
Managing People’s Environmental Impact



15
  16      
May 13-18      
FINAL EXAM (available these 6 days)
Quizzes and Exams: There is one open book quiz associated with each chapter of the book. Each quiz is available until the exam covering that material becomes available ( i.e.  the first 5 quizzes are available until Mar 4 at 11:55 pm).  Quizzes are worth 25 % of your grade. You must complete each quiz prior to progression to the next one, and there is a 30 minute time limit for each quiz. Quizzes will be based on material in the presentations and from the assigned reading and review questions. The two exams and the final are open book exams, and are worth 60 % of your grade. You may take the exams and quizzes anytime within the availability period. The exam schedule is given below.


Exam 1 

Feb 25-Mar 4

20%


Exam 2 

Mar 25-Apr 1

20%


Final Exam 
May 13-16

20%

Quizzes 



25%


Assignments 



10%


Class participation (discussions)

  5%





             100%
Assignments: There are three Hazard City CD assignments; each one is worth 3, 3, 4 % of your grade (respectively).  More specific information will be posted on the Assignments Page.
Cheating: Cheating in any form will not be tolerated, and will be treated in accordance with the University policy regarding cheating and plagiarism, as listed in the CSUN catalog and in the Schedule of Classes.

Class Participation:  It is expected that you will participate in bulletin board discussions.  You will be given a total of 5% for this participation.

Dropping - Read the Schedule of Classes.  If you decide that you don’t want to continue with this course, you must drop the class– you will not be automatically dropped if you simply stop showing up.

Additional Information-

I adhere to CSUN’s policy on academic dishonesty.  Cheating and plagiarism will result in the assignment of a zero for the exam and notification to the Office of Vice President of Student Affairs which may result in disciplinary action.  Plagiarism is knowingly representing work done by others as one’s own.

Other Key Points–
It is the responsibility of each student in this course to know and follow all written guidance given by the instructor in this class.

These policies and schedules are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.

